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The Secret History of
Information Hiding

The concept of “information-hiding” as a software design principle is widely
accepted in academic circles. Many successful designs can be seen as
successful applications of abstraction or information hiding. On the other
hand, most industrial software developers do not apply the idea and many
consider it unrealistic. This paper describes how the idea developed,
discusses difficulties ia its application, and speculates on why it has not
been completely successful.

1. A Dutch Adventure

The question of how to divide systems into modules was not on my mind in
1869 when | took a one year leave-of-absence from my academic position
to work with a start-up, Philips Computer [ndustry, in the Netherlands.

I was interested in the use of simulation in software development and
wanted to see if my ideas could be made to work in industry. | never found
out! Instead, | came to understand that software development in industry
was at a far more primitive level than my academic experience would have
suggested. The 1deas that | had gone to Holland to explore were obviously
unrealistic.
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